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https://intersectionist.medium.com/american-power-structures-white-columns-white-marble-white-supremacy-d43aa091b5f9


• According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, a lot of “schools, parks and streets were named for Confederate icons during the era 
of white resistance to equality. Why do schools have these names in the first place? Some received their Confederate names between 
1900 and the 1920s, when Jim Crow laws segregated the south and Confederate monument construction in the country peaked. 
After Brown v. Board declared in 1954 that segregated schools were unconstitutional, some schools in the south as well as in non-
Confederate states like Vermont, Massachusetts and California began to embrace Confederacy-related mascots and iconography.”  At 
least 32 schools were built or dedicated between 1950 and 1970 amid white backlash to Brown v. Board of Education and the civil rights 
movement.

• In 1956, Georgia incorporated the Confederate battle flag into its state flag while white communities were fighting school 
integration. It flew over all Georgia public schools until 2001.
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https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/local/2015/09/27/confederate-flags-found-old-sbhs-yearbooks/72574168/
http://walpole.wickedlocal.com/article/20150522/NEWS/150528218
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-mccormick-antelope-valley-confederate-20170824-story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/nearly-200-schools-are-named-for-confederate-leaders-is-it-time-to-rename-them/2015/06/24/838e2cc0-1aaa-11e5-93b7-5eddc056ad8a_story.html?utm_term=.6321fd52a7d4
https://www.thedailybeast.com/yankee-schools-haunting-confederate-past
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/state-flags-georgia


Confederate flags and statues abound America. Klansmen, neo-Nazis, and white 
nationalists defend them as an innocent representation of their “American 
Heritage,” but we know that these symbols glorify treason and a hateful history of 
white supremacy and black subjugation. 

For our country to move forward – to become a nation united and free from 
inequity and bigotry – we must remove Confederate symbols from the parks,
schools, streets, counties, and military bases that define America’s landscape and 
culture.
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“How does it benefit our country to preserve 
an archaic and treasonous Confederate 
culture which sought to devalue, diminish
and profit off the suffering of black citizens? 

“The Civil War is a part of our history, but 
those symbols belong in textbooks so we 
may learn from our past mistakes and grow 
from them. Symbols of hatred and racism 
should not be venerated.” 

Derrick Johnson, President and CEO NAACP, 
AUGUST 20, 2017
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2016
Petition
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“It’s imperative that we 
look at our values, our 
push to ensure that we 
have equity, that we 
embrace all students, that 
they feel safe and valued 
and that we do not 
continue to raise up the 
name of institutions that 
built their success on the 
backs of people of color.”  
Monique O’Grady, Arlington School Board, 
Chair, March 25, 2021
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Mayor Muriel Bowser 
announced the formation of 
the District of Columbia 
Facilities and 
Commemorative Expressions 
Working Group or the DC 
FACES Working Group to 
review the legacy of 
namesakes, including 
buildings, parks, public 
spaces and monuments, in 
order to ensure the 
individuals’ personal and 
public policy views did not 
contribute to the nation’s 
history of slavery, systemic 
racism and other biases, and, 
instead, are consistent with 
our DC values —
empowering and uplifting 
African Americans and other 
communities of color
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Maya Angelou was an American author, actress, screenwriter, dancer, poet and civil rights activist 
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